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What is the purpose of the law?
Welcome to As Law. In order to prepare you for the Nature of Law and English legal system modules. 
Please complete the following pages in time for September. Read through  2 & 3 to complete the Mind 
Maps below.

Civil Law

Word bank
A legal case – a dispute between two parties (sides)
Prosecution – the side that is trying to find a person guilty in a criminal case
Defendant – the person defending himself against the prosecution’s charge
Barrister – the lawyer that speaks on behalf of the prosecution or defence e.g. The Defence Barrister
Standard of proof – the legal amount/level to which a the defence/prosecution has to prove its case in order to be successful

Criminal 
Law

What is a 
rule?







Criminal and Civil Law…
Civil law is about private disputes between individuals and/or 
businesses. There are several different types of civil law. Some 
important arrears of civil law are
• Contract law
• The law of tort
• Family law
Contract cases
A contract is an agreement between two or more people and that 
agreement can be enforced by the courts. If a court case is successfully 
taken to court for breach of contract, the court will try to put the parties 
into the position that they would have been if the contract had not been 
broken. This is usually done by ordering the person to pay a um of money 
ion compensation to the other person. The sum of money is called an 
award of damages. In a very small number of contracts the court may 
order the person in breach to carry out the contract. This is called specific 
performance. 

Tort cases 
This area of law recognises that there are situations where a person owes 
a legal responsibility to another. If there is a breach of this responsibility 
then the person affected can make a claim under the law of tort. If 
successful the court will award them damages, which means a sum of 
money in compensation for injury to them, their property or their 
reputation. It is also possible for the court to order the person causing the 
problem not to do certain things. 

Other types of Civil Law
Other divisions of civil law concentrate on specific topics. Family law 
covers all the major issues that may arise within families. A major part of 
this is divorce law and who should have the day to day care of any 
children of the family.  Employment law covers all aspect of employment: 
for example, any disputes about unfair dismissal or redundancy come 
under this area of law. 
As well as these areas of civil law, there are also laws relating to land, to 
copyright, to marine law and many other topics. So it can be seen that 
civil law covers a wide variety of situations. 

Criminal law is made up of rules about offences which the State considers to be so important 
that they are said to be actions against the State as a whole; so the State (through institutions 
including the Police service; the Crown Prosecution Service and the Courts and Prison 
service) brings the person before a criminal court to answer the charge.

What does the structure of the court system look like in the UK?.

Supreme Court
Hears only appeals about parts of the law

Courts of Appeal
Civil and criminal divisions 

hear appeals. 

High Courts
Hears mostly high 

value/complex cases

Crown Court
Hears serious criminal cases

County Courts
Hears lower value, less 

complex civil cases

Magistrates Courts
Hears mostly less serious 

criminal cases

Court of First Instance These are courts where original trials are held - these include the 
Magistrates’ Courts and the Crown Court for criminal trials, and the County Courts and High 
Court for civil trials. Appeal Courts These hear appeals against the decision made in the 
original trial - the major appeal courts are the Court of Appeal and the House of Lords.



Comparison Civil Criminal law

Originally cases 
are heard in 
either...

The verdict in a 
trial is...

The burden of 
proof is... 

The outcome 
is... 

Examples are..

Criminal and Civil Law…
1. Describe one difference between civil and criminal law

2. State the names of the six UK courts in order of importance in the hierarchy

3. Which court would hear a murder trial 

4. Which of the courts are courts of first instance and which of the courts are courts of appeal?

Comparison Civil Criminal law

Is about 
interactions 
between 

The purpose is to

The names of 
the parties in the 
court case are…

The process…

1. Identify which of these articles is referring to civil 
cases and which to criminal cases. 

2. Look at the articles which you have identified as 
civil cases and state courts the cases are dealt 
with. 

3. Look at the articles which you have identified as 
criminal cases and state in which courts the 
defendants were tried. 

4. What did the people taking the civil case 
receive as a result of winning their cases

5. In the criminal cases the defendants received 
punishments used in the cases.

6. One of the articles on civil cases shows there was 
a long time between the event for which the 
claim is made and the resolution of the case. 
How long was that time?


